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A study by W. J. Ripple and R. I. Beschta has demonstrated that cougars in Zion National Park—like wolves
in Yellowstone NP—profoundly impact ecosystems by altering the foraging behavior of ungulates, in what
CRF Vice President John Laundre et al. have dubbed "the ecology of fear." On the left, cougars are common
in North Creek Canyon, only occasionally visited by hikers; on the right in Zion Canyon, millions of visitors
have kept cougars away.
Where predators are absent and deer populations have dramatically
increased, severe ecological damage and biodiversity loss ensue. The illustration applies also to our eastern
forests, which cannot regenerate due to catastrophic white-tail overbrowsing. This explains, in part, why we
Index on Page 3
have adopted a new name: the Cougar Rewilding Foundation.
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Cougar Rewilding Foundation
Call of the Wild
On a canoe trip down Montana’s
Missouri River more than twenty years
ago, a plan was hatched for an ambitious
project: connecting vast swaths of the
fragmenting American landscape with
wildlife habitat corridors. The two
principals of the plan, activist, Dave
Foreman, and the father of the field of
study now called conservation biology,
Michael Soulé, understood that without
these
corridors,
these
linkages,
mountain ranges, forests and rivers,
grasslands and deserts comprising the
core habitats of federal parks, forests,
wildlife refuges and scenic rivers –
America’s grand contribution to the
history of the public commons – could
not sustain their biodiversity. Cut off
from one another by development,
grazing and extraction interests, the
commons become islands, and islands,
as Michael Soulé has taught us, are
susceptible to species loss and high
extinction rates. Wildlife needs these
corridors to move between the commons.
Corridors are critical for sustaining
populations and genetic exchange.

Central to Foreman and Soulé’s project
was returning big predators to the public
commons, to restoring functioning
ecosystems with their full suite of
wildlife. They called their big idea the
Wildlands Project, and the act of
restoring predators to these landscapes,
rewilding: return the predators, and by
definition,
there
is
wilderness
–
wildlands.
Twenty
years
later,
Yellowstone and Zion have become
landmark test-tubes for the remarkable
recovery of wildlands patrolled by wolves
and cougars.
Predators have taught us something else
in these past twenty years. In the
Carpathian Mountains of Romania,
wolves go about their business in habitat
more densely populated with people than
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont and the
Adirondacks, just as they do with twice
the numbers in Minnesota as there are
in all of the Northern Rockies. And as
ECF member Ray Bisque has learned
firsthand, he and his children and
grandchildren have been living next door
to cougars in the Front Range of
Colorado without incident for three
decades. We can live with predators, with
the essence of wilderness, right up to our
backyards – if we let them.

At the core of the project was another
idea, a corollary to the corridors. Without
their big predators – wolves, grizzlies,
and cougars – the commons were more
akin to massive municipal parks than
anything resembling wilderness. Sure,
the Adirondacks, say, are big, six million
acres big, the largest such preserve,
state or federal, in the Lower 48. But
absent wolves and cougars, and without
corridors to Algonquin Provincial Park in
Ontario to the north, or the forested
mountains of New England to the east,
or the Catskills to the south, it’s not an
intact ecosystem. Neither, at the time of
the canoe trip, were Yellowstone and
Zion National Parks.

Two years ago, the Eastern Cougar
Foundation changed its focus. With your
generous help funding our sightings
hotline, our website, newsletter, listserve
and remote camera projects, we were
able to establish something that we
didn’t know when ECF was formed in
1999 – that wild, breeding populations of
cougars no longer roamed the East. We
reviewed hundreds of photographs
solicited from Nova Scotia to Mississippi
through the hotline and the website, we
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ran or participated in sanctioned remote
camera projects in seven states, we
investigated dozens of reports, and
despite all those sightings, we couldn’t
come up with a single piece of confirmed
cougar evidence in a decade of trying.
And we sure wanted to.

We also realized that the name, Eastern
Cougar Foundation, which served us
perfectly while we searched for cougar
evidence in the East, no longer matched
our ambitions. Indeed, after former ECF
director Dr. Melanie Culver’s genetic
research determined that all of the wild
cougars north of Central America are the
same subspecies, the idea of an eastern
cougar
had
been
rendered
moot
scientifically. And ECF may prove to be a
hurdle in recruiting new members in
regions not associated with the East.

Meanwhile, dispersing cougars from the
prairies were getting hit, shot, and
snared, were being photographed on
random remote cams, and were even
found wandering into towns and cities in
the Midwest where they hadn’t been
confirmed in a century. As a sciencebased foundation, we couldn’t deny that
there was no objective reason why
cougars should be leaving such clear,
“incidental” evidence there, but not here
if they remained in the East.

For several years, ECF officers, directors
and advisors have been discussing and
debating a name-change to reflect our
expanding mission. Good names for the
foundation were dismissed for good
reasons,
names
including
puma,
mountain lion, cougar recovery, cougar
restoration and cougar commons. Late in
our discussions, a name was introduced
that seemed to capture best our
expanding mission: Cougar Rewilding
Foundation. As we debated this final
suggestion, we learned that rewilding
was already linked as a key-word to the
ECF in Internet searches, an important
consideration, as a major source of the
traffic to our website is from students
doing research. In the generation since
the term was coined, rewilding has
evolved beyond its insider status among
landscape policy advocates and ecology
researchers
to
join
the
general
conservation lexicon.

It was time to switch missions, to do
what we could as advocates to bring
cougars back to their former range east
of the Rockies – because no one else is.
(Yes, we have partners in the Dakotas
and in Florida working hard to recover
cougars and panthers regionally.) So,
with an eye on the big picture, the ECF
has been roaming further afield, to the
Southeast, where we hope to help start
panther reintroductions – soon – and to
the prairies and Midwest and Louisiana,
where those young dispersers need all
the legal protections they deserve to
reclaim their native range. No less, our
new mission includes restoring cougars
to the two-thirds of the country critically
missing them.

Adopting rewilding in our name affords us the
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depredations, are prejudiced echoes of
embedded, pioneer-era thinking.

opportunity to elucidate our mission: that

wildlands both public and private
regulated by cougars need not be
relegated to the most remote regions,
that the cats have shown us how
populated landscapes, and the wildlife
corridors navigating through them
linking the commons, are vital parts of
functioning ecosystems; that obstacles to
cougar recovery, misunderstood fears of
human
attacks,
of
grossly
misrepresented ungulate and livestock

Finally, I am pleased to report that our
new name has the endorsement of our
founders, Todd Lester and Chris
Bolgiano. Together, with your continuing
support, we will move forward as the
Cougar Rewilding Foundation with the
message and the mission that east of the
Rockies isn’t too tamed, or too
populated, for the big cats to thrive.
Let’s bring ’em back.

Gratefully, Christopher Spatz
*********************************************

Georgia Cougar is a Florida Panther
By Helen McGinnis

DNA analysis indicates that a cougar shot by a deer hunter on November 16, 2008 in Troup
County, west-central Georgia near the Alabama state line was a Florida panther. The
carcass was submitted for examination to the Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease
Study at the University of Georgia, Athens. Samples of tissue were sent to the Laboratory of
Genomic Diversity, National
Cancer
Institute
for
analysis.
The cougar was a young
male weighing about 140
lbs. It had no obvious signs
of past captivity, such being
declawed.
The Disease
Study determined that it
was well fed, almost fat,
with no food in its stomach
and no intestinal parasites.
The Georgia Department of
Natural
Resources
(GA
DNR) also thought that the
paws were scuffed in the
manner of a cougar pacing
a concrete-floored cage.
So the DNA results came as a surprise. Not only did the Laboratory determine that the
cougar came from the panther population of southern Florida; they even identified its
father, a wild panther designated as #137 (FP137).
FP137 lives (or lived) in the
Okaloacoochee Slough State Forest and adjacent lands near the northern edge of recognized
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panther range. He was radiocollared in January 2005, when he was estimated to be 2 ½
years old. After his death, the Georgia panther was assigned #UCFP 123 (Uncollared
Florida Panther 123). “Uncollared” indicates that the panther had not been radiocollared or
outfitted with a transponder chip as a kitten.
UCFP 123’s mother is not known. Many
wild Florida panthers are not collared or
otherwise marked; 15 out of 22 panthers
found dead between July 1 2008-June 30
2009 were previously unknown to
biologists keeping track of panthers in
southern Florida.
Despite the DNA evidence, the GA DNR is
still inclined to believe that UCFP 123 was
a former captive, speculating that he may
have been transported from southern
Florida for sale in the exotic pet trade.
We in the ECF cannot say if wild Florida
panthers carry significant parasite loads
in their guts.
On February 27, 2009 an official of the
DNR told Rob Pavey, Outdoor Editor for
the Augusta Chronicle, that the state
would not prosecute the killing of the
panther. As an endangered species, it’s
up to the US Fish & Wildlife Service to do
this. Tom MacKenzie, a spokesman for
the US FWS, said his agency's inquiry
remains open and incomplete. "We do still
have an open case on the panther
shooting in Troup County," he said,
adding that he cannot provide additional details until there is a disposition.
The Georgia panther is dead. We know that young male cougars from the Black Hills have
dispersed more than 500 miles, so young male panthers should be able to do the same. To
prevent another tragedy of this kind, the GA DNR needs to inform hunters that Florida
panthers, a listed Endangered Species, are protected and cannot be killed.
References: In addition to news articles posted on the ECF blog “Cougar News,” information in this article is
derived from Annual Report on the Research and Management of Florida Panthers, 2008-2009 http://www.floridapanthernet.org/images/field_notes/FWC_Panther_AR_2008_2009.pdf ,
telephone conversations with Kevin Kramer of the GA DNR; emails from Mark Lotz of the Florida Fish & Wildlife
Commission; an email exchange with Kevin Keel of the Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study, and
the following article:
Lotz, Mark. 2010. Long distance dispersal of a Florida panther (Puma concolor coryi). Wild Felid Monitor
(Newsletter of the Wild Felid Research and Management Association), Winter 2010, 3(1): 23.
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COUGARS IN THE EAST: WHEN IS A NATIVE A NATIVE?
By John Laundré

As we all know, the original viable populations of cougars in the eastern United States were
extirpated anywhere from 70 to 100 years ago. Though there have been literally thousands
of reported sightings of this elusive animal, many are false identifications or downright
hoaxes. Many, we will never know for sure, and the extremely few that have been confirmed
aren’t sufficient to indicate viable populations may still exist. In addition, these confirmed
reports are usually written off as escaped or released pets, usually from the West or from
South America.
A male puma in Patagonia, Puma concolor puma. Patagonian pumas are large, and the males are often
solid “gray ghosts.”
All North American cougars are classified in one subspecies, Puma concolor
couguar. Photo thanks to Mark Elbroch, UCDavis.

This disclaimer is used primarily to reinforce the idea that IF
there are cougars out there, they are not native to the area
and so don’t constitute reason for concern…or protection.
The general, unacknowledged consensus is that for a cougar
found in the East to be of concern and protected it has to be
of NATIVE stock. We saw that recently in Georgia, where a
hunter shot a cougar and everyone assumed it had to be one
of those “exotic” cats, so no big deal. No punishment for
killing an endangered species was demanded. This is in
contrast to the fact that before bald eagles were de-listed,
killing any one, anywhere brought severe consequences.
When it was found to be a Florida panther, they then backpedaled and said, well it must be an escaped pet, so there,
again no consequences. Now they are in a quandary because
it is genetically linked to a wild Florida panther! This and so
many other incidents involving “exotic’” or “foreign” cougars begs the question of when, if
ever, can one of these pets or South American or western cougars ever be considered a
native? And, regardless of its origin, just how long would it take for an introduced cougar
to be considered a “native?” This lies to the core of the discussion of cougars in the East
because as we saw with Florida panthers, we seemed willing to let them go extinct from
inbreeding rather than use some “foreign or exotic” subspecies to genetically rescue them.
Let’s address the exotic vs native issue first. Many argue against bringing in cougars even
from relatively close Wyoming or South Dakota populations, because they consider, even
with the subspecies issue aside, the use of these individuals is similar to releasing other
exotic species such as purple loosestrife, or starlings, or European boars. We really don’t
know how they might react and might cause more problems than we expect. Again, this is
put up as a red herring. REintroducing individuals of a species that has been in an area is
not the same as INtroducing a totally new species that has never occurred there. So,
unless we want to start referring to our European ancestors AND ourselves as exotics, this
argument is groundless. Introduced cougars from anywhere in their known range into the
East might be foreigners, but they will never be exotics.
As for these foreign cougars, i.e. those pets from out West or from South America, we can
use the human example to also answer how long it would take them to be considered
natives…or at least “citizens” of the East. The native issue is easy. For humans, if you
were born in the U.S., by law you are considered a native. It really doesn’t matter if your
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parents, or ancestors, arrived 10,000 years or 10 minutes before you were born. Born here,
native, end of discussion. So any cougar born in the East, regardless if its parents were
from Patagonia, are automatically part of the native fauna of the area. AND SHOULD BE
AFFORDED TOTAL PROTECTION AS SUCH, in this case under the Endangered Species
Act!
How about those foreign parents? Again, based on human law, even a person of foreign
birth can become a legal citizen after fulfilling certain time and knowledge criteria. IF an
escaped pet cougar or an introduced individual successfully survives over a year in the wild,
I think that fulfils the knowledge and the time criteria, and it should be pronounced a legal
citizen, also deserving all the rights and protections of the law! By these criteria, if the
cougar recently photographed in Indiana is indeed Donner, the captive that escaped in
January of 2007, she should be declared a legal citizen of the state and protected as such.
As should any offspring she might have. So, in either case, escaped pet or offspring of
such, ALL cougars found in the wild in the East should fall under the protection of the
endangered species act and all possible effort should be made to ensure their survival,
including prosecution of anyone killing them. Unless it’s a recently escaped pet, it should
be a federal offense for anyone to kill a cougar at anytime in the states where it is listed as
endangered.
An adult male puma in Brazil, possibly Puma
concolor capricornensis. Pumas in tropical
regions tend to be small, have short fur and are
often a deep reddish-brown in color. Photo taken
by Projeto Puma http://uniplac.net/~puma/puma.htm

Lastly, OK, they can become citizens but
will escaped pets from Brazil last the year?
Aren’t they just too different genetically
and aren’t there just too many differences
in climate, habitat, and prey? The most recent genetic information we have on cougars
indicates that all cougars in North America, including most of Mexico, are too similar to
separate into subspecies. Even of the 5 subspecies now recognized from Canada to
Patagonia, there is probably LESS genetic difference among them than among the human
populations inhabiting that same broad region. As for climate, last I checked, I think the
eastern U.S. has people from every country in the world living there. Even in the more
northern climates we have people of tropical origin living and thriving! I suspect cougars are
even more adaptable than humans. Also, all indications are that the cougars to the North
actually came up from the South! Finally, cougars everywhere in their range live under
more diverse habitat and prey conditions than any other predator species. This highly
adaptable species, regardless of where it may come from, would have little trouble adapting
to local conditions. If it does not, then it fails its citizenship test! Nature should decide if
they die, not a hunter sitting in a tree!
So, although it is probably wiser to use North American cougars for reintroduction efforts in
the East, because we want to restore an ecological function and not some esoteric
subspecies, any cougar should do, even ones from as far away as South America! The key
is to DO IT and DO IT NOW! The eastern forests have suffered too long under the
unbridled pressure of white-tailed deer.
Remember the three R’s: Reintroduction (of
individuals), Restoration (of populations), Recuperation (of ecosystems).
Previously published in the Highlands Voice, newsletter of the WV Highlands Conservancy, Feb. 2009.
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LIVING WITH COUGARS NEAR GOLDEN, COLORADO
By Ramon (Ray) Bisque

Part 1 of this article was printed in the December 2009 issue of the ECF Update, pages 12-13.
Part 2: Before becoming aware of the Scott Lancaster event referred to earlier, I had
become somewhat blasé about cougar encounters. On two occasions, I found myself within
six feet of free roaming, wild cougars. During a snow storm in 1988, I entered the partially
constructed rock cabin I was building, and a female cougar exited through a window
opening in front of me. She had been snoozing in the adjacent room where the window
openings were blocked with leaning plywood sections. The second “close encounter”
occurred after I watched a cougar saunter into a clump of chokecherry brush on the
perimeter of our pasture. Armed with cameras, three of us approached slowly to within less
than ten feet assuming that the cougar might be injured. She was lying with all four legs
extended in our direction in an unthreatening posture. We were close enough to see that
her recently gulped dinner, probably the heart, lungs and liver of a fresh kill, were not
completely swallowed. When she had enough of our visit, she bounded out of the brush and
sauntered uphill to lie down behind the trunk of a large Ponderosa.
Ray’s grandchildren Anna and Will
Bisque at a cougar den near his home.
The den was used in 2008. Ray says,
“These voids under rocks of the Lyons
formation have multiple entrances and
exits. Ideal for the cougar.”

My
early
non-scientific
guesstimates of the number of
cougars in our area was based on
the deer kills that I continued to
find over the years. In 2008, the
Colorado Division of Wildlife
collared eighteen cougars in the
foothills,
most
of
them
in
dedicated Open Space areas within
a few tens of miles of our home. After monitoring their wanderings for several months, they
sketched their “home range” areas. Six of those ranges overlapped in our rural subdivision.
Since only a fraction of local cougars were collared, this is a significant number. If a third of
the collared cougars found their way into our area, there had to be many more.
Sadly, and alarmingly, five of the collared cats met their demise during the study. Two were
killed by vehicles, one shot by a rancher, one killed by another cougar, and one death of
unknown causes. Researchers did not venture an estimate of the total population in the
study area but the attrition that they observed is revealing. Although Puma concolor is at
the top of the food chain, they face danger from many quarters. Over the years we have
observed three kills on roadways and one on the railroad that runs near our subdivision.
Obviously there were more.
On a more pleasant aspect, on a foggy day we observed activity at a deer kill on the steep
slope east of our pasture. A look through the spotting scope that we keep at the ready
revealed a mother cougar and three kittens. We called a neighbor, climbed into a vehicle
and drove into the pasture to within eighty yards of the activity. The mother would allow
only one kit at a time on the carcass while the other two cavorted on the hillside. As small
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as they were, this may have been their first experience on a kill. We watched for a full half
hour as the mother monitored the situation and saw to it that each of her offspring sank its
teeth into the fresh kill and pulled off pieces. While darkness made further viewing difficult,
she was still directing the scene, probably anxious to reduce the nursing requirements of
the three kits. The female cougar produces one of the most energy- charged milks known.
The large and muscular male is the classic representative of this magnificent species, but it
is the female that carries the burden. She decides where home will be, she births and
nourishes, demonstrates and instructs, preparing the youngsters for a life of seeking and
hunting. I say seeking and hunting because I have observed them to be separate. In pursuit
of sustenance, the female first seeks her prey in landscape situations that facilitate the
hunt. She spends many hours watching for every hour that she hunts.
Location of the cougar den in the Lyons
formation near Ray’s home.

When she departs her observation
mode, she lowers her profile and drifts
silently toward the prey as if floating
just above the ground. She takes
advantage of every tree, bush, rock,
clump of grass, or shadow. Her eyes
remain fixed on the victim as her head
swivels to keep them locked on to the
target. Her approach is both deliberate
and cautious. When she strikes, it is
swift and accurate. Her whole
acrobatic body arches and curves to
lock her claws and position her jaws
on the neck of the victim. Larger deer may struggle for minutes but the grip is irreversible
and death certain.
One New Years Eve after a heavy snow storm, a female decided to harvest a four point buck
that had been accustomed to taking snacks from a bird feeder under the deck at a
neighbor’s home. The set-up was perfect. The bird feeder was a few feet from the house and
a fence provided a barricade in one direction. Thick vegetation provided cover to within ten
feet of the deer. There was essentially one corridor to the deer, and the cougar chose to
attack from there, leaving no escape route. After the kill she managed to drag the large buck
down slope to the surface of a frozen pond, an arduous task for a two hundred pound man.
Back tracking in the deep snow, I found where the cougar rested in comfort on a ledge
above the kill-site and reconnoitered the situation before deciding to attack. The bird feeder
was in plain view. I would venture to say that she had watched that buck feed from that
birdfeeder on several occasions and waited for a visit at the right time of the day when the
occupants were not outdoors. Out in the open, that buck may never have been attacked.
Free nibblings, provided by humans, were instrumental in its demise.
As a scientist, I have never dealt with a subject that is as prone to emotional reactions as is
the cougar. The mystique is real, the lore replete with exaggerations and myths. I can feel a
certain sadness for the diminishment of that lore and mystique that accompanies
familiarity but I can’t point to other outdoor experiences that have been as revealing of
nature and its ways.
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Habitat for Humanity…and Cougars
By Kerry Gyekis

Wherever I go with the Cougar Rewilding
Foundation (CRF) presentation some
folks come up to me afterwards and
basically say something like: “I thought
they were here. I almost wish I wouldn’t
have come.” Now that is honesty. The
presentation had burst their bubble.
They really wanted to believe, and for
those who get it, there is a realization
that neither the transients nor any real
wild population of the big cats have
made it here yet.

Many of these citizens did not fit the
Obama profile. They were white, rural,
and conservative…the whole nine yards.
They were there checking out Mr. Obama
because they wanted something different
to happen in their own lives. Most were
concerned
about
the
“American
Dream”…their own American dream…not
world peace or the melting of the polar
ice caps or any number of world issues.
That is not conjecture. That is from a
survey that we did on all contacts,
whether by phone or in person. It was
quite shocking really.

Anyway, at the end of the presentation
that I call “The Eastern Cougar, What is
Real and What is Not Real,” some folks
have learned something perhaps about
cougars, so it educates a number of
people (if they choose to be open to that)
and that by itself is worthwhile to me
personally, but it is not preparing the
East for the natural or assisted
reintroduction of the big cat. I would not
bet any money on that happening. I do
not believe education (even on a much
larger scale than what CRF could
possibly do) is going to change
anything long-term here in the
Northeast regarding acceptance and
support for the big cat…at least not in
the present form.

If we want the repopulation of the cougar
in the East to be on the agenda of state
and federal Agencies we must be a part
of something much bigger....and in the
long
run,
it
must
be
about
PEOPLE....not cougars. Most people
will not give a damn about the cougar
unless they see his progress or demise
as something that also symbolizes
their own progress or demise. Let us
face the music. Our society is pretty selfcentered. It is more about “me getting
mine” than about simply helping the
earth survive. What if they associated the
cougar’s survival with their own?
To bring it down to earth (no pun
intended), consider this: As I mentioned
above, I’ve done the presentation about
40 times over the last 4 to 5 years. I’ve
had 200 to 300 people in some of those
presentations when the venue was good
and as few as 5 or 6 when it was not.
Many folks at these presentations come
up later and ask questions, but I’ve had
only one person who I’ve met at all those
presentations who has had the interest
to become involved with us in this search
for a way to help the big cat back. He is
now the president of CRF. And…truth be
told, we had already been in contact with
him and he had been out there on his

So…where do we go from here? During
our most recent Presidential election, I
spent many months working at various
times in the Obama office in Mansfield,
PA. One of the things that I saw
happening there (and realized that
Obama could actually win at that point)
was that many people were going to vote
for him out of self-interest....that they
felt (rightly or wrongly) that he would do
a better job of helping them...not
because he was black or whatever else.
He was able to articulate his message
himself and through the many dedicated
volunteers who stayed on message.
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own like I was before my involvement
with CRF. He learned fast, and he had a
passion for it. That is rare.

eyes. What if people realized and were
willing to support and vote for/fund laws
and regulations that would encourage
natural habitat all over the East instead
of destroying it?

In short, this whole thing must be about
people and their survival and/or at the
very least…their/our quality of life.
Really, it is much closer to us than polar
bears and the polar ice cap, which is
much more visible to most people
because the big white bear is a
worldwide symbol. What we are doing to
our own nest/landscape/habitat here in
the East…everyday…is not so well
known.

What if human development was forced
in…towards the cities...much the way it
is in Germany? What if natural corridors
were widened and connected throughout
the East and zoning strengthened to
support it? What if we taught citizens
about effective ways of getting there?
What if the poster child for that was the
Big
Cat?
That
would
benefit
humanity…and the big cat.

Aside from that, the white bear and the
ice cap are negatives. Things are getting
worse for them every day. It is a
doomsday scenario. Americans like
winners. The big cat is a winner and a
positive scenario. He is coming towards
us even now, finding niches of habitat
from the West and South and possibly
even from the North. We could help him.
The hell of it is…We have quite a story to
tell about this large cat that once
inhabited so much of North America. The
whole point of this is that we have this
amazing native big cat that is actually
making a comeback in many places
where it has not been seen for 100 years
or more…and it is basically doing it
without our help and some times even in
spite of our attempts at stopping him.

At the end of my presentations some
folks who really do get it hang around
with forlorn looks on their faces and ask
me questions like, “So where do we go
from here?”

When I get a question like this, I usually
begin reciting the long list of invasives that
man has brought to us here in PA including a
bull elk killed in the field across from mine
(we do not have wild elk in my county) or the
wild boar we photographed in a swamp where
I was hunting several years ago (we do not
have wild boar in my county) or the 3 ft.
alligator killed by a friend as it motored
around his pond eating his fish or the African
serval netted by police near State College, or
the gypsy moth which wrecks our oak forests
periodically, or the wooly adelgid that is
killing our hemlock, or the beech scale that is
killing our beech, or the emerald ash borer
that has just arrived and is killing our ash, or
the zebra mussel that is wiping out aquatic
habitat in our lakes, or chronic wasting
disease which is on both sides of us (i.e. WV
and NY) and will be here shortly, or Japanese
Knotweed which lines many of our creeks.
The list goes on and is entirely the product of
human ignorance and some form of human
intervention …usually unknowingly. I
mention that most of these living organisms
are or will

As I write this, a wild cougar has been
verified in the Upper Peninsula of
Michigan. We in CRF have expected this
for some time. What if these most recent
kills of wild, western cougars in Chicago
and now in the UP and Georgia were
developed and written in a way that
shows that resiliency? What if they were
billed as the return of the native as well
as well as a resurgence of quality of life
here in the East?
What
if
every
development...every
dump...every desecration by us here in
our communities was seen with different
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be altering our environment in less than
positive ways. It is usually then that we
begin to discuss our habitat…what it has
become…and how we need to turn the
whole process around…for the big cat
and for humans…for the big cat requires
habitat as we do to survive. We need to
describe what that habitat is... and what
it is not.

simply go on doing what you are doing. It
will only get worse.”
So…if we do not deal with this core
issue…our species and the need for
clean and healthy habitat to live on this
planet, we are dreaming if we believe that
people will support a large apex
predator’s reintroduction either by
natural or other means unless that
animal is tied to us and we see its
survival as our own.

Something like: “Folks…if you want
clean air and water, here is what we
must do…or…if you want many forms of
cancers, a very poor quality of life, etc.,

Need complete habitat? Here is your indicator species.

_______________________________________________________________

Join the Cougar Rewilding Foundation
Cougar Rewilding Foundation
PO Box 300
Harman, WV 26270
www.easterncougar.org
President: Christopher Spatz
ChristopherSpatz@easterncougar.org
845-658-9889
Vice President: Dr. John Laundré, PhD,
launjohn@hotmail.com
315-216-4370
Newsletter Editor: Helen McGinnis
HelenMcGinnis@easterncougar.org
304-227-4166

Annual dues are $20.00. Send your check to the Cougar
Rewilding Foundation (address on left). Don’t forget to include
your address and email address. If you prefer, you can join online
from our website. If you wish to contribute more than $20.00, or
your financial situation makes $20.00 a hardship, you can use the
donation option and let us know that you are paying dues (as
opposed to making a donation).
Become a Virtual Member! Let us send you a link to the latest
newsletter via the Internet. You will get your copies earlier.
They will be superior, with color photos, AND you will be saving
us postage and printing costs. However, we realize that you may
want to curl up in your easy chair and read the newsletter, so you
can ask for BOTH paper and emailed copies. Even if you want
only a paper copy printed in grayscale, send us your email address
anyway so we can send you alerts on issues affecting the recovery
of cougars in central and eastern North America.
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